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Tayls of Pathfinder –
Marlay Point Overnight Race 2015
Here we go again Marlay Point number 32 in a row for us. This year there were 123 entries unlike the first
year we did the race when there were 710 entries, that was big. This year’s preparation for Pathfinder
was just like any other year with an annual trailer service and boat electrical check, safety check and
preparation of supplies. We set off at 7:00 am on the Thursday morning for the drive to Paynesville. This
year Pathfinder would have three Taylors on board, a truly family affair. The Canberra Yacht Club had five
boats entered unlike the early years when the CYC had an average of twenty entries. This year we had
RedBack, Rumcay, Ramelau, Blue Print and Pathfinder representing the CYC.
Pathfinder’s normal itinerary is to include a pub crawl up to the start line at Marlay Point which included
Paynesville Pub, Metung Pub and Loch Sport Pub. Thursday was very windy with the breeze clocking in
at some 60 Km/h at 2:00 pm. We decided that the crossing to the Metung Pub was not a good idea with
these wind strengths and decided to hang around Paynesville until it quietened down. We had no luck
with the wind dropping so we found the pub and then a great restaurant and settled in there for the
night. We decided we would get up early on the Friday morning and head straight to Loch Sport which
we proceeded to do under motor. However it was still blowing the dogs of their chains and we were
getting absolutely pounded with the wind right on the nose. The other somewhat smarter skippers from
the capital had decided to drive to the start and launch there. In the 32 years Pathfinder had never been
stopped by strong winds, well except for when we end for ended her with a spinnaker in 5o knots off
Fraser Island and found ourselves upside down. Yep that was a big day out. Anyway back to the trip to
Loch Sport. We suffered the punishment for 3 hours with waves breaking over the boat and rolling down
the cabin roof, much of which was being filtered into the cabin. Finally we had Loch Sport in sight as
the wind picked up another notch, we later learned that windspeeds of 94.3 Km/h were recorded and
that was the strongest winds in the region for a year. We got to the stage that we could no longer climb
the waves and we were just sliding down them backwards and therefore unable to make any forward
progress at all. We turned around and headed back to Paynesville, which we achieved very quickly.
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We arrived back at Paynesville with one very wet
boat and proceeded to dry it out. These were
perfect drying conditions with full sun and high
winds. We got the boat sorted out and liveable
again by sunset, at which time it was time for a
well-deserved beer, or two. We went back to our
favourite restaurant and had a great meal.
Mealwhile, Pathfinder was in the Paynesville marina
ready to go. We finished our meal and we decided
to have another go to get to Loch Sport. The wind
had dropped off a lot and was now only about 50
Km/h but was not forecast to increase. We taped
all of the hatches closed to stop leaks and set off
again at 8:00pm. It was still a long bumpy and wet
ride but we made it to Loch Sport by 11:00pm. We
had managed to keep the cabin dry this time. As
Loch Sport was only a third of the way to Marlay
Point we had gone passed the point of no return.
After a good night’s sleep we set of again in the
morning in a nice 20 km/h breeze and reached the
straights in good time. The only remaining challenge
was the Lake Wellington crossing. As we set out to
cross this final frontier it was blowing about 50km/h
again and we decided we had to sail or we would
run out of fuel. We sailed across on a #2 headsail
and no main to windward. While it was a wet ride
we made it by 3:30 pm. We then set out making our
race preparations, putting on race numbers, signing
on and entering our CYC team of Redback, Rumcay
and Pathfinder. The team each year is based on the
three best placegetters from the previous year.

2014 Queensland Yacht Charter winners
Mark Webb, Ria, Christophe and
Tineke Vrind 40
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At 7:45 pm the start flare went up and the whole
fleet was off. The breeze had died down to a
very pleasant 20Km/h spinnaker run, the full
moon was rising in front of us, with a magnificent
sunset behind us. This is why we come. We had
a nice brisk ride across Lake Wellington on a
dying breeze and entered the straights with a
light breeze on the nose. We started the tacking
mayhem up the straights until we turned the first
corner and we were able to set our spinnaker
again with just enough to fill it, but that’s all.
After about half an hour the wind stopped and
we found the water was flowing the wrong way
and we were going backwards. The air rang with
the sounds of anchors and anchor chains as the
clump of boat around us clawed to hold their
position. The water was flowing the wrong way at
2 knots with not a breath of wind,………. ironic.
We were at anchor for 6 hours and had a nice
sleep until the breeze finally came in enough to
make forward progress. We tacked our way down
the straights and out into Lake Victoria. It was very
light, but we were moving. We were very pleased
when the sun came up and we were able to start
warming up. We were shortly after that blessed
with a new breeze from the east which allowed us
to make good progress to the finish. We finished
at 1:50pm after 19 hours of racing. That was
definitely our last Marlay Point Overnight Race
…………….until next year.
Canberra Results included Redback 3rd, Rumcay
5th, Pathfinder 15th and the CYC Team with these
boats was once again was victorious.

Commodores Report

From the office

As the 2014–15 season draws to a close it, we have a moment to look
back over the season. The move of the sailor cabin and all the work
by our CEO and those in the office to operate from the tower over
the proceeding winter period was certainly provided a launch pad
for the season. From feedback received the new location and set up
has worked very well through the season. The food from Snapper and
the atmosphere created with non club members enjoying the club
surrounds can only be positive for projecting the club.

With the end of the 2014–15
sailing season now here it’s a
great time to review the sailing
and business side of the whole
CYC operations. The CYC Sailing
Committee have been hard at
work getting the race calendar
and types of races prepared for
the next season. It’s extremely
difficult to cater for all different
types of racing of all the classes
that currently race here at the
club, but I feel that the Sailing
Committee made up from your
division representatives have
worked very hard to find middle
ground. Remember please
keep in touch with your Division
representative, contact the office
if you don’t have their details.

On the sailing front some divisions have enjoyed some good numbers,
whereas some have declined. The sportsboat division for example
has been diminishing over a number of years, with only recently
the VXones showing possible signs of potential growth. The sailing
committee and CYC Committees continue to review our programs
to determine if there is anyway of improving participation and fleet
numbers. If you are aware of any particular reasons impacting people
from placing their boat in the water, please let a committee member
know. The general decline in the larger boats has also seen at the
same time a reduction in what I would describe as adult membership.
This may be connected or may just be coincidental. Obviously this
remains a concern as we try to maintain the quality of support for
sailing that we currently offer. This impacts in many areas, member
services, facilities, financial etc.
The first area of likely impact is on our support required for racing.
We will always try to minimise the number of times in a season when
members are called upon to assist in club race support. So when you
get a call from the office please assist them in agreeing to support
racing. We have a given number of members, so you will be required
to support racing several times a year.
We have experienced a number of incidents on the water in recent
months, which have tested our processes support crews. On each
occasion the arrangements appear to have been appropriate and no
changes have been required moving forward.
It is probably appropriate at this time to remind you that the lake is
about to get very cold and air temperatures will be dropping. As a
skipper you have responsibility to ensure all your crew have the right
gear to handle the conditions. Remember to dress appropriately for
the colder weather and if you need some new gear the Boat Shop is
always happy to help you.
During the winter period there are a number of courses being
organised for power boat driving, race officer refreshers etc. Please
keep an eye out in preparation for the next season.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those in the office. As
mentioned earlier, from the work undertaken in getting to Sailors Cabin
relocated to ensuring that everything runs like clockwork – well done!
I hope to see you all at the presentation dinner, where we can
celebrate and enjoy the past season.
Howard

The CYC Executive Committee
have also been hard at work
reviewing the whole operation
of the CYC, now we have settled
into our new Sailors Cabin and
Offices it’s now time to look at
upgrading CYC assets including
some new rescue boats, the
CYC Control Tower roof and
other projects we have on
our development list. The CYC
Strategic plan has been posted
onto the CYC web site showing
the clubs plan for the future.
Nick and Grish have been
working on the new CYC web
site and data base for the club
over the last few months, this
will move the web site to a new
generation of functionality and
user friendly options for the
office and CYC members.

Optis away
Great to see the huge turnout
and success of the CYC Opti
fleet at the last major Opti
regatta in Sydney recently.
Its great to see some new
young faces heading the
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next generation of the fleet with success on the
scoreboard or just reaching their personal goals
within the fleet. Once again a huge thanks to all
the parents and Daryl’s coaching for keeping the
program running so well. With the Opti Nationals
in Sydney next Christmas there will be a large fleet
from CYC attending.

CYC Presentation
Dinner – May 9th at
the Southern Cross
Club in Philip

Winter Series
We encourage all members to take part in the
CYC Boat Shop Winter Series, it’s a great way to
introduce new crews and members into the world
of sailing. We will have some great prizes and
giveaways for the event, so get your boat out on
the water for these races.

Sponsorship
It’s the time of the year that we ask if any members
would like their companies or know of one to
sponsor a race at the CYC, please contact Matt
Owen if you wish to discuss.

Teams racing Inter dominions
The CYC has been asked to host the 2015 regatta
comprising 12 teams of schools based team racing
to be held 25th to 28th September 2015. We will
be asking for volunteers for the event in all sorts of
roles over winter. If you have some spare time it’s a
great event to watch and be involved in.

Yachtsman of the Year:
Richard Longbottom

Sailing School
Once again we are getting close to the end of
the Sailing Schools training programs with over
50 kids taking part in the April Holiday programs.
The School will be looking to conduct some
Powerboat training course over the winter months,
so if you are interested please email the office to
register you interest.
A huge thanks again to Steve Hart for his excellent
work this season with so many programs and
lesson happening each week.
Personally I would also like to thank all the
Committee, members and friends who have help
supported myself and my family since my diagnosis
of my illness over Christmas , it has been a truly
humbling experience of all the offers of help and
encouragement during this very difficult period. I
am hoping all goes well with my treatment over
winter and I will be back ready for next summer.
Thanks again.
Matt
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The Family Trophy: Minchin Family

Yachtswoman of the
Year: Kelsey Hanrahan

Crew of the Year:
Robin Malpas

Club Member of the
Year: Paul Cohen

Instructor Development
award: Sophia Mellink

Junior Yachtsman of the
Year: Conall Minchin

Junior Yachtswomen
of the Year: Reagan

Junior Club Member of
the Year: Flyn Jocumsen

Most Improved Junior:
Patrick Roos

Junior Crew of the Year:
Jack Longbottom
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1965 Canberra Day Regatta Revisited
The Club was fortunate recently to acquire a
small collection of black and white photographs
(16 in number) taken on the occasion of the Third
Canberra Day Regatta, the first held on Lake Burley
Griffin, in March 1965. They were brought to the
Club by Pip Giovanelli who explained that they had
‘turned up’ at Bernardoff’s Antiques at Braidwood.
Neither the antiques store nor Pip had any need for
them and as they were clearly marked Canberra
Day Regatta, 6 March 1965, CYC, Pip thought ‘they
may interest some yachties at the Club’.

Having just written an obit about Matt Owen’s
grandfather I can’t help myself from writing a few
words about my ancestors! As I have said to my
family, it is not surprising that we have an interest
in maritime things. My paternal great grandfather,
James Cumine Parkinson, was Headkeeper of the
Iron Pot, now the Derwent, Lighthouse, from 18741887 - and I recall being told that my grandmother
attended school at South Arm which involved
being rowed across a short stretch of Storm Bay to
get there and back!

The Club archives include an original copy of
the program for that regatta, with a full list of the
250 entries (78 from Canberra) from 25 different
clubs, sailing in 8 classes and one general division.
As a result, it has been possible to identify a
number of boats in the photos. Four of the photos
accompany this article.

And my maternal great grandfather, Peter
Oldham, was a convict. He was transported to
Tasmania in 1831 (for stealing some fowls!) but
after he received his ticket of leave in 1837, he
became a very successful mariner and business
man in Hobart. He was a ship owner and was
involved in whaling, salvaging wrecked ships, the
coastal trade, and the timber industry, and was a
publican in Hobart for several years, among other
things. I have seen the original of his journal (and
have a copy of it) where, among other things, he
sailed to the Antarctic in 1853.

The first photo shows two 505s rigging on the shore
in Lotus Bay. KA1653 is Chas Nicol’s boat and he is
seen at the stern. 1080 is Bob Warren’s boat. The
Seafly on the trailer on the left hand side of the
photo, Flamingo, no. 78, was sailed in that regatta
by Peter Fullagar, before he bought his own Seafly
soon afterwards.
The second photo shows the fleet of Gwen 12s
and Seafly dinghies which together with NS14s
and general division boats launched from the
northern shore of the lake. Given the large number
of entries, launching areas for the different groups
were dispersed to several locations to ease the
congestion in Lotus Bay.
The third photo shows the fleet of Flying Dutchman
preparing for the start, with a Moth and an
International 14 foot dinghy in the foreground.
FD10 is Eileen, sailed by Jim Hardy and FD144 is
Kera V sailed by EF (Ted) Albert. This photo includes
the name John Jackson (or maybe, Johnson)
on the back with the comment ‘69 mph 1 hour
earlier’. As recorded in the book From Lake
George to Lake Burley Griffin (page 89), the ‘police
stopped officials sending the fleets out-but they
didn’t need much stopping- until a “front” had
passed. Races began at around 3 30 pm in the
nine divisions...in light winds gusting to 35 knots!’
The final photo shows three International 14 foot
dinghies with a historic background – the old Royal
Canberra Hospital, where the National Museum is
now located. N13 is Caravelle, Peter Spotswood,
N87 is Yarely, H Berlee and N59 is Ambrose, Bill
Moran, all of the YMCASC.
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He participated in the first Hobart Regatta, in
1838, rowing in one of the 16 Whale Boats that
competed for the Tasman Prize of 30 sovereigns,
presented by the Governor, Sir John Franklin. He
took up yachting (in Hobart) in the mid 1850s
and according to the book, A Hundred Years of
Yachting, had built one of the smartest yachts of
the day, which he named Maggie after one of his
daughters. And in 1859, he sailed his then yacht,
Flirt, a 28 ft. 6 in. schooner in the Grand Yacht
Sailing Match which was set up by those seeking to
form a yacht club in Hobart – later, to be the Royal
Yacht Club of Tasmania. One of his hotels, the Bird
in the Hand, in Argyle Street, Hobart, was used as a
meeting place for yachties.
The information I have about him from the
Tasmanian Archives says that ‘He was invited to
join the Sir John) Franklin Expedition but some
“trifling circumstance” prevented him from going
on that ill-fated venture’ (presumably, this refers to
the search for the NW passage in the Arctic)
Peter Forster

Vale Joy Warren, OAM Bruce Wilson
Joy Warren was no doubt best known in Canberra
as the owner of Solander Gallery in Yarralumla which
she established in 1974. Previously, she had been
an actress in Melbourne and after she arrived in
Canberra in 1955, she spent 15 years on the stage
with the Canberra Repertory Society. She also spent
time as a journalist and in public relations and she
travelled abroad extensively with husband, Bob,
who was employed as a housing consultant with the
United Nations. They settled in Canberra permanently
in the early 1970s. But, Joy, and Bob, were also
members of the CYC - foundation members.
Joy passed away on 2 January 2015 at the age of
92 (Bob died in 2002). A memorial service for Joy was
held in the marque at the Yacht Club on Sunday 18
January; attendees were invited to dress in bright
colours. Joy’s own colourful story of her involvement
in the early days of the CYC is told on pages 128–129
of the Lake George to Lake Burley Griffin book about
the first 10 years of the CYC – well worth a read! Joy
was a driving force in the women’s committee which
was responsible for all the social activity and catering
and for fund raising. Husband, Bob, imported a
brand new 505 from Brian Price of South Australia in
1962. But, a year or so later, she and one of the other
spouses of a yachtie, Joan Kimber, become fed up
with being spectators every weekend – we were
both performers, she said – they decided to buy a
boat. They bought one of the newly chosen Seafly
Dinghies, a 14 foot centre board dinghy of English
design. The Seafly Class became a very popular class
on Lake Burley Griffin with up to 30 boats sailing on
occasions. They named their boat Mrs Pankhurst as it
was the first boat owned and sailed by two women.
On a personal note, I bought Mrs Pankhurst in April
1965 when the Kimbers returned to the UK. The
accompanying photo shows Joy and me cutting the
cake to celebrate the 10th birthday of Mrs Pankhurst
on what was a very wet day in 1974 – any excuse for
a party in those days!
Both Joy and Bob were life members of the CYC,
having taken up the offer in 1963 to pay the
equivalent of 10 years membership in advance as
part of a fund raising effort towards building a new
clubhouse (some 110 members took up that offer).
Bob’s skills as an architect were called on both in
renovating the old RMC Boat shed at Lake George
and in building our present clubhouse at Lotus Bay.
Bob sailed his 505 on LBG for a few seasons but Joy’s
use of the club was mainly as a social and dining
venue over many years. They had two sons, Robert
and Boyd, who did some sailing on Lake George in
their early years.

Bruce Wilson was Club Captain in 1964–65 and
was on the Sailing Committee after that. He
passed away in Canberra on 6 January 2015 in his
80th year. Bruce told me in 2005, at the time we
published the first of our books about the history
of the CYC, that he came to Canberra in 1964
to manager the Canberra affairs of his family
removalist firm, based in Melbourne. They lived next
door to Matt Owen’s father’s family home.
He was a Finn sailor on Lake Burley Griffin from 1964
until 1967. In those days, the top Finn sailors in the
country participated in our major regattas, in fleets
of up to 20 boats. The visitors included Olympians,
RV Gale and C Ryrie. Wilson was the only ACT Finn
in 1967, in his boat, Loakin 11. Bruce told me in
2005 that when the former Royal Canberra Golf
Club clubhouse, CYC’s temporary home at the
time, was damaged by fire in 1965, the contents
of the clubhouse were not totally destroyed and
Bruce made space available in his warehouse at
Fyshwick to store the contents until the permanent
home was built. The contents included all the wine
and spirits. The committee was warned that the
heat and water associated with the fire might have
spoilt the bottles and they were advised to dispose
of all the booze. Accordingly, the bottles were all
loaded onto one of Wilson’s trucks and taken to
the Causeway Tip – but, in doing so, they equipped
themselves with bottle openers and glasses and
found that quite a few bottles were in fact OK.

Ken Buckley
Members who have been awarded the trophy
for the Most Improved Senior Skipper may have
noticed that the trophy is The Ken Buckley Trophy.
Ken was a foundation member of the CYC and did
some sailing on Lake George. He enjoyed the CYC
as a social venue. He was the local distributor for
Caltex and, the then Commodore, Jim Beare, was a
work colleague. He donated the trophy in 1971. Ken
passed away on 19 February 2015. I was pleased to
meet him at the launch of the Lake George to Lake
Burley Griffin book in 2008.
Vale Joy Warren
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Ma j o r S u p p o r t e r

Commodore
Howard Faulks
(m) 0438 216 130
hfaulks@bigpond.net.au
Vice Commodore
Sue Hart
(m) 0419 995 724
(h) 6285 2888
sue.hart@iinet.net.au

Ma j o r S p o n s o r s

Rear Commodore Finance
Ron Ashpole
(m) 0414 265 190
ronashpole@iimetro.com.au
Rear Commodore Member
Services
Ariane Malpas
(m) 0411 142992
azmalpas@hotmail.com

Sponsors

Rear Commodore Sailing
Ian Brokenshire
(m) 0407 186 447
ianbrok@tpg.com.au

C omm e rc e
Management

Onward
Landscapes
0417686784

S ervices

CANBERRA YACHT CLUB



BOAT SHOP

For all your boat repair bits and pieces, or simply because
you can’t help yourself, come and check out the new shop.

Weekdays:
Saturday:

9.30am
9.30am

–

–

4.30pm
12.30pm

Rear Commodore
Communications
Duncan Hayward
(m) 0478 116 850
duncan.hayward@ozemail.com.
au
Rear Commodore Operations
Doug Witschi
(m) 0419 482142
dwitschi@gmail.com
CYC Chief Executive Officer
Matthew Owen
(w) 6273 4777
matt.owen@
canberrayachtclub.com.au
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to matt.owen@canberrayachtclub.com.au
or angela.cumming@act.gov.au
Designed by Angela Cumming
For advertising contact:
matt.owen@canberrayachtclub.com.au
If undeliverable return to

