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Welcome to 
Canberra Yacht Club

Formed in 1959, Canberra Yacht Club has  
produced many talented sailors over the years, 
 including national champions, an Olympic medallist 
and those who have enjoyed success in some of the 
sailing world’s most famous ocean races. 

The next generation of sailing stars are being  
trained in our Sailing Academy, which offers an  
extensive range of training courses conducted by  
a fully-qualified and talented team of instructors. 

Canberra Yacht Club, which enjoys a spectacular location on the waterfront  
at Lotus Bay on Lake Burley Griffin, caters for a thriving membership with a  
diverse range of boating interests.  
 
The club provides recreational opportunities as well as organised racing on  
the Lake, with nine competitive divisions racing on Sundays during the summer 
season and more leisurely twilight sailing being enjoyed on Wednesday evenings. 
A Winter Series ensures competitive year-round sailing.

The CYC also offers easy access to sailing for  
people of all ages from 7 up through the hire of  
boats of a modern fleet of fast, fun and safe vessels  
to all abilities. We also operate a boat shop with a 
wide range of fittings and paints. 

Canberra Yacht Club has a truly great mix of people. 
The club’s staff and members are friendly and look 
forward to welcoming you soon, either as a guest or  
a potential new member. 

BELCONNEN

1/59 OATLEY CT, BELCONNEN

6181 7738OPEN 7 DAYS

WE KNOW
BOAT BATTERIES

BELCONNEN@BATTERYWORLD.COM.AU

FREE DELIVERY 
WITHIN THE ACT



www.canberrayc.com 7www.canberrayc.com5 

The club was incorporated on 10 May 1960. The  
initial office bearers were Terry O’Neil as Commodore, 
R Kitchin, Secretary, Ralph Perry, Treasurer and Charles 
Nicol, Public Officer. 

Subsequently, Max Hinchliffe, a Naval Officer,  
became the Vice Commodore, responsible for  
the sailing activities. Rear Commodore in charge of 
‘house’ matters was Jack Deeble, and Steve Mauger 
was Club Captain, in charge of club boats. The club’s 
debut was marked by the launching of a VJ dinghy 
into the waters of the 10 metre wide Molonglo River 
near where Kings Avenue Bridge now exists.
Initially, club activities were based at Lake George,  
using the former RMC Sailing Club boat shed. The 
Duntroon cadets and the former Canberra Sailing 
Club had conducted races on Lake George in the 
1950s and 1960s but apart from the use of the boat 
shed, there was no connection between the new  
and the old clubs.
 
The first major regatta at Lake George was held on  
the weekend of 30 September-1 October 1961 in  
the presence of the Governor General, Lord de L’Isle. 
One hundred boats participated in the sail past and 
the racing; only five boats were from Canberra, the  
bulk being from Sydney and country NSW. In each 

Canberra Yacht Club
A Brief History

The meeting that resulted in the formation of the Canberra Yacht Club was held in  
an upper room of the since demolished Hotel Wellington on 14 September 1959.  
The seven men present, all sailing enthusiasts, agreed to form a club in anticipation  
of the building of a lake in Canberra.

year until 1964, a major regatta was held on the  
Canberra Day weekend in March, with large numbers 
of visitors, 200 or so, including some of the most 
prominent dinghy sailors of the time from Sydney.
It had been intended that the March 1964 regatta  
be sailed on the new lake in Canberra but the rains  
arrived later than expected and the regatta had to  
be moved to Lake George. Lake Burley Griffin filled  
a month later, by the end of April. The lake was  
‘inaugurated’ on 17 October 1964 with Prime Minister 
Robert Menzies presiding. More than 160 boats from 
15 different sailing clubs participated in the opening 
of lake regatta. 

In anticipation of the Canberra lake being available, 
the club moved its administrative and social base 
to the former Royal Canberra Golf Club clubhouse 
in April 1963. However, that building was damaged 
beyond repair by fire on 13 May 1965, thus hastening 
the club’s thinking about a permanent HQ. The new 
clubhouse, still used today but owned by the  
Canberra Southern Cross Club, was opened in time 
for the March 1966 Canberra Day Regatta in which 
220 boats competed, including 48 Canberra-based 
boats.

P 0402 913 503  .  E matthew@harlequinjewellers.com.au 
Book your appointment online  .  www.harlequinjewellers.com.au

Whether you're looking for a new piece, or remodelling a loved heirloom, 
talk directly to your experienced jeweller at our Braddon studio.
 
Each Harlequin piece is individually made, by hand, right here in Canberra.

Engagement and Wedding Ring Specialists

@harlequinjewellers

harlequinjewellers



Over the years, the CYC has conducted Australian 
championship regattas on a number of occasions for 
several different classes and one world championship 
regatta, for the Tasar class. Racing has been  
conducted regularly on Sunday afternoons on Lake 
Burley Griffin since the 1964-65 season and, from  
the 1980s, racing programs have been added in the 
winter months and late afternoon races during  
daylight saving months. 

The Yacht Club became part of the Canberra Southern 
Cross Club family in mid 1997 and now operates from 
the Sailors Cabin on the ground floor. 

Well-performed sailors at the CYC Rod Dalgleish and 
Peter Harvey were competitors in the 505 Class in 
the 1970s/early 1980s. Between them they won five 
Australian championships and represented Australia at 
World championships on several occasions. 

George Snow, Eric Adriaanse and Teki Dalton started 
their sailing careers on Lake Burley Griffin (Dalton on 
Lake George). They subsequently achieved significant 

success in ocean racing, in particular the Sydney-
Hobart race.
Michael Blackburn learnt to sail a Laser Class dinghy 
on the lake and became a triple Olympian, with a 
Bronze medal in Sydney 2000. He is now a coach with 
the Australian Olympic team. Peter Thompson was 
a successful crew in the 505 Class in the 1970s and 
subsequently represented Australia in the Paralympics 
in Sydney 2000. 

Other Australian champions from the CYC include 
Craig Davidson and Martin Cox in the Spiral Class, 
Alan Cichero and Daniel Keys in the Mirror Class, 
Andre Webster in the Contender Class, John Weddell 
in the Heron Class, Mike Dunn in the Hobie 20 Class, 
Hugh Stodart in the Cherub Class, Jeremy Firth in the 
OK Dinghy, John Tracey in the Flying Fifteen Class, 
and Matt Owen in the Elliott 7 and Flying Fifteen 
Classes. 

It is also worthy of note that the third generation of 
several families is now sailing on Lake Burley Griffin, 
including the Forster, Keys, Owen and Roos families.

Travel Associates is a boutique travel agency with a total focus on 
uncompromising customer service. Drawing on over 25 years of 
industry experience and a genuine passion for travel, our team 
at Parker & Turner Travel Associates can craft great value tailored 
itineraries to perfectly suit your travel style and preferences.

Having visited over 100 countries collectively we can confidently 
say we have the globe covered. Essentially if you can dream it, 
we can do it – with experts in cruising, family holidays, solo travel, 
round the world airfares, business and luxury travel plus more. Just 
imagine where our experience could take you.

We would love to help you discover the hidden gems in your next 
destination without the stress. So contact us today to start planning 
your next amazing holiday experience.

Contact Parker & Turner Travel Associates today 
to discuss your travel needs.

1800 193 612 kingston@travelassociates.com

Unit 151 on Level 1, 41 Eastlake Parade, Kingston

YOUR LOCAL

WITH WORLDWIDE EXPERIENCE

Travel Experts

Carole Parker

Kevin Lea

www.canberrayc.com7



www.canberrayc.com10 

Sailing Program

On weekends during the summer racing season,  
there is always activity on the waterfront as members 
prepare for the day’s racing and if you are an avid  
follower, there is no better place to be if not taking 
part than the club deck having lunch, watching the 
preparations and then the racing. 

CYC offers sailors superb on-shore facilities, excellent 
race management, large fleets, competitive sailing 
and popular after-race socialising - both for children 
and adults. 

The club maintains an excellent fleet of starting and 
support vessels which are used to ensure efficiently 
organised, high quality and safe sailing events and  
to support our club sailing program. 

Sailing is a sport for all ages, abilities and  
circumstances. You can spend as much or as little  
as you like. It is family oriented and opens up the 
scope for great holidays in places that non-sailors 
rarely see along Australia’s coastlines and inland  
lakes and waterways. 

The summer sailing season starts in September  
and runs through to mid-April. A series of Point  
Score races are run throughout the season on  
Sundays, with the more leisurely pursuit of Twilight 
Sailing being enjoyed on Wednesday evenings. 

For the diehard sailors who cannot get enough of  
their passion, a Winter Series every other Sunday  
from May to July helps fill the void and gives the 
chance to keep in shape, practice new skills and  
get a head start on the chasing pack for when  
summer comes round again. 

Visitors are always welcome, particularly on race days. 
Please come and say hello, talk to boat owners and 
find out the benefits of being a member of The  
Canberra Yacht Club.

Canberra Yacht Club provides a comprehensive sailing program for its members 
which caters for active sailors of all ages and abilities. 

www.canberrayc.com 10



www.canberrayc.com 12www.canberrayc.com11 

Division 1: Sports Boats

Division 2: Trailable yachts / Trailable multihulls 

Division 3: Off the beach multihulls 

Division 4: Lasers standard rig

Division 5: Lasers – Radial and 4.7

Division 6: Flying fifteens and Dinghies  

AS Yardstick 129 and below 

Division 7: Dinghies AS Yardstick 130 and above

Division 8: Sailability Hansa class

Division 9: Optimist class 

The most popular boats in terms of numbers are  
Flying Fifteens, Lasers and Optimists. But there are  
a whole host of other types of boat sailed – probably 
as wide a selection as at any sailing club in Australia – 
and this diversity highlights the cosmopolitan nature 
of our club. 

To ensure fair and enjoyable competition, a handicap 
system is employed in all mixed class divisions,  
which ensures close competition and that everyone, 
whatever their boat, has the chance to shine if they 
have a good day and sail above expectations. 

Generally, around 28 races are run in each division o 
n Sundays over the course of a sailing season. These 
comprise six Pointscore Series races, 12 Short Course 
Series races (two “sprint” races run on each of six  
different Sundays), and 10 Championship Series races.
The Low Point System of scoring is used, which novice 
sailors may recognise from watching Olympic or world 
championship regattas, namely the boat that wins 
gets one point, the second boat two points and so on. 
With 20 races to score, sailors are allowed to dispense 
with their worst results. This is extra incentive to take 
part in as many events as possible, not that CYC mem-
bers need any excuse to find their way down to Lotus 
Bay! 

Sailing Program 
Continued

As well as the Point Score Series producing its own 
champions, the Championship Series which forms part 
of it also counts as a separate event, with the winner 
in each division being the competitor with the lowest 
score from their best 8 of the 10 special “Champion-
ship” races which are interspersed throughout the 
season. 

Then, of course, there is the America’s Mug, the CYC 
take on that most famous of sailing trophies. Held on 
the final competitive Sunday of the season, it consists 
of the winners of the nine divisions battling it out for 
the ultimate prize in identical boats, effectively to be 
crowned the season’s “Champion of Champions”.
With Canberra Yacht Club sailors frequently taking 
part in world championships and major ocean races, 
it is clear that our sailing calendar is competitive and 
provides the springboard for those wishing to take 
their sailing career to the next level.
While Sundays are a guaranteed adrenaline rush, 
Wednesday evening twilights are at the other end of 
the sailing spectrum.

Here, it’s not so much about the winning and losing, 
but more about the love of sailing, getting down to 
the Lake after a hard day’s work to enjoy some time 
on the water and a sociable drink in the clubhouse 
afterwards. 

The social side of our club is not to be overlooked and 
is treasured by our members as much as the chance to 
get out on their boats. 

An end of season awards evening helps celebrate the 
outstanding adult and junior sailors of the year and 
also pays tribute to those unsung heroes whose efforts 
never go unnoticed and without whom Canberra Yacht 
Club would not be the great club it is. 

If you are looking to get into sailing, the best way  
to start is to enrol on one of the courses run by our 
Sailing Academy. From there, the next step could be 
to invest in your own boat or volunteer your services 
as a crew member for a current CYC member looking 
for help.

There are nine divisions of racing, from 
the Flying Fifteens in Division 1 through 
to the Optimist dinghies in Division 9. 
Each division of the club is valued equally  
- the common tie binding us all simply 
being a love of sailing and getting out  
on the water.
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Regattas & Event Hosting

The club is highly regarded by those seeking a venue 
for regattas and major sailing events. It has had an  
excellent record for many years of hosting national 
and state championships and has also successfully 
staged the Tasar world championships. 

Recent events hosted successfully include the  
Inter Dominion Championship featuring schools  
from Australia and New Zealand, NS14 National 
Championship, National Flying Fifteen Championship, 
ACT Contender State Championship, Vx One ACT  
Regatta, ACT Optimist Championships and ACT  
Flying Fifteen Championships. 

The club has a dedicated and hard-working race  
management team who have considerable  
experience to draw upon and it is this professionalism 
that enables organisers of important events on the  
national and world stage to feel assured that their 
event is in good hands.

Canberra Yacht Club is proud of its heritage and has a rich history  
of offering championship racing to some of the best sailors in the world.

Knowledge gained from the many talented  
Canberra sailors who have competed nationally  
and internationally as to what works and what  
competitors appreciate also gives CYC the winning 
edge as an event host. 

There are fantastic facilities in our clubhouse and  
on the foreshore and the waters of Lake Burley Griffin 
offer everything the competitive sailor could want.  
The club also hosts its own regattas which prove to  
be extremely popular among our own sailors and 
those from neighbouring clubs. 

These include the Australian Day Regatta in January 
and the two-day City of Canberra Regatta held in early 
December each year, which traditionally attracts some 
of the country’s best sport boats and trailable sailors.



Becoming a Member

Sailing Membership offers a cost-effective pathway 
into the club for those looking to take part in the  
many competitive events, while special discounts  
are available to families, students and juniors. 

The CYC membership fee includes entry to the  
CYC Championship, Pointscore and Twilight Series 
races during summer plus the Winter Series and  
include the relevant YAACT fees compulsory for  
all yacht club members. 

The Family Membership provides membership for the 
sailor, their partner and up to two children under the 
age of 18 at a very reasonable all-inclusive rate.

Interested in joining one of the friendliest sailing clubs in the ACT? We would be 
happy to welcome you aboard! 

Canberra Yacht Club is a dynamic club offering a wide range of off and on water  
activities for our members. Whether your interest lies with yacht racing, casual sailing, 
or simply making friends in a social atmosphere, then CYC is the club for you.

The annual Junior Sailing membership currently 
equates to less than a dollar a week. A year’s  
membership for a modest fee, with free unlimited 
fresh air, fun and friendship thrown in free of charge. 
Put simply, Junior Sailing membership is a no-brainer! 

The club also offers student membership for  
people in full time education between the ages  
of 18-25 years old. 

If you have yet to discover the delights of sailing,  
you can still play an active part in our club and enjoy 
an excellent social scene by joining as an Associate 
Member for a nominal fee. 

www.canberrayc.com 16
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Here at CYC we prosper due to a great team,  
fantastic volunteers and the support of members.  
We are always looking for willing hands to help on  
a day-to-day basis or become part of a volunteer 
group – for instance race management or regatta  
hosting – on water or land. As well as helping the 
club, it provides the chance to be engaged, to  
develop new skills and perhaps even gain new  
qualifications.  
 
Why not even join a committee and perhaps be  
part of our future decision making. The contribution  
of our members as individuals and as a group are  
what makes us grow year after year. 

The CYC offers discounts for current Canberra  
Southern Cross Club members. Equally, we  
encourage all members to join the CSCC who  
generously support all activities of the Canberra  
Yacht Club. 

A full list of membership categories and current  
subscription rates may be viewed on the club’s  
website, www.canberrayc.com, which also carries  
a Membership Application form that may be  
downloaded.  
 
Simply complete the details and drop it in to the  
Front Desk, or mail it with payment to: The Office 
Manager, Canberra Yacht Club, Mail Box 7169,  
Yarralumla ACT 2600 or email to  
admin@canberrayc.com. 

Please call the club on (02) 6273 4777 for more  
information. Joining Canberra Yacht Club could be 
one of the best decisions you make this, or any other 
year. 

Becoming a Member continued

Shoulder, Elbow, Wrist & Hand  
Orthopaedic Surgeon

Dedicated to 
prioritising 

patient care

Dr Damiani specialises in arthroscopic and open surgical management of all upper 
limb orthopaedic injuries, fractures and diseases including:

• Complex shoulder and elbow replacement
• Rotator cuff repair
• Reconstruction of unstable shoulders 

and elbows

• Common hand and wrist conditions
• Management of elite athletes, workers 

compensation and third party cases

30/8 Trevillian Quay, Kingston, 2604 | HealthLink ID: mdamiani   
P 02 6239 4000 | F 02 6239 4077 | E admin@drdamiani.com.au drdamiani.com.au
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Benefits of Membership

• Amateur racing Sunday and Wednesday evenings, well organised by a highly capable race management 

team and under the racing rules of Australian Sailing 

• Spectacular location, with expansive views from Lotus Bay over Lake Burley Griffin 

• Excellent recreational sailing opportunities 

• Our Sailing School and Youth Academy are accredited as a Recognised Training Establishment  

by Australian Sailing 

• Boat Hire for all skills and experience 

• Dry storage for sailing dinghies 

• Open air storage for trailable yachts 

• Boat launching ramps and jetties 

• Boat hoist and stands for trailable yachts 

• Showers, toilets and change rooms 

• The informative Canberra Yacht Club Sailing News electronic newsletter, containing the latest  

news from the club, is provided free of charge to all members on a regular basis

Some of the compelling sailing and social reasons to become a member at  
Canberra Yacht Club include:

No matter where you are in your business, career or life.  
If you’re a business owner, executive, self-funded retiree or investor, talk to us about:
•  financial services   •  business advice    •  accounting and tax services 
We provide tailored, holistic solutions to help you reach your financial goals.

PREPARING YOU 
FOR THE FUTURE 
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Youth Sailing Academy

Canberra Yacht Club is one of the country’s leading 
clubs for sail training. We are the second largest  
club–based dinghy centre in Australia, training more 
than 1,000 children and adults each year. 

Sailing is the perfect recreational or competitive sport 
for all ages and there are few better experiences than 
spending some quality family time out on the water.
The club has a dedicated team of qualified instructors 
and a structured training program that gets results. 

The club is proud of the part it plays in introducing the 
next generation of sailors to our great sport and does 
so in a way that teaches skills and emphasises fun 
without compromising on safety. 

The Sailing School operates a five level Junior Sailing 
Program in two age group categories, for those aged 
7-11 and those aged 12-17. The levels progress in  
a structured manner from a basic introduction to  
sailing, to an introduction to racing to finally a full  
racing program. 

The Canberra Yacht Club Youth Sailing Academy provides a range of opportunities  
for young people to participate in the sport of sailing in Canberra and compete  
interstate, develop leadership qualities, and attain recognition for their achievements.

The first four levels of this program are taught through 
the Sailing School, the final level is taught through the 
Youth Sailing Academy as part of either the Optimist 
Race Squad or the Junior Youth Race Squad. 

It is important to note that in all classes spaces  
are limited and positions in Gold and the Optimist 
Training Program are by invitation only. 

Training is carried out in either Optimist or  
Topper training dinghies.  The Optimist is the biggest 
youth racing class in the world. It is generally intended 
to be a single-handed dinghy, but two small children 
can “double up” and sail together. 

The Tackers course is a participation program aimed  
at introducing primary school aged children to sailing 
in a fun, safe, accessible and affordable way.
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Youth Sailing Academy Continued

Children aged 7-11 

Tackers 1 - Having fun: The basics of sailing,  
boating safety, and confidence in the boat.  
The boats are sailed two-up, with sailing games  
replacing traditional theory. 

Tackers 2 - Tricks and Techniques: Learn to sail  
single-handed, rig and launch independently as  
well as skills such as stopping, coming alongside  
and sailing backwards. 

Tackers 3 - Sailing Fast: Focuses on sailing faster 
through boat and sail trim as well as racing skills  
and how wind shifts, tide and current affect the boat. 

Optimist Green Fleet - Introduces the child to racing 
and covers the basic concepts associated with compe-
tition sailing: Sailors learn the rules, course and start 
sequences whilst further developing their boat han-
dling skills and wind awareness. 

Optimist Race Fleet - By invitation only, this level is 
for the “elite racers”: The juniors who have shown a 
real aptitude for the sport and who are ready to race 
seriously.

Children aged 12-17 

The Topper is a full size single-handed dinghy  
which is perfect for older children looking to  
transition from Optimists to larger single-handed 
boats. 

Out There Sailing 1 and 2: Offer the best start to  
sailing and how to acquire the skills to safely skipper  
a boat, with teaching both in theory and in practice. 
The course is conducted through the school term or 
on our popular school holiday program. 

Silver Squad: Held on Saturday afternoons, the  
program aims to extend the student’s sailing skill  
to a pre-racing level. These levels are competence-
based and as such the rate at which students move 
through the material will vary. 

Gold Squad: Held on Wednesday afternoons,  
with the option to stay on and enjoy twilight racing 
depending on skill and confidence levels. This  
program is designed to get the student to develop 
their current skills from basic sailing into racing.

Tackers offers children the opportunity to start on a pathway to ongoing  
involvement in sailing clubs through gradual progression over each season. 

The Tackers program focuses on non-competitive sailing games in a supportive  
environment.

DARAMALAN COLLEGE

Daramalan College is an independent Catholic co-educational school  
for Years 7 - 12 students established in 1962 by the Missionaries of  the Sacred Heart

DARAMALAN COLLEGE

LIMITED PLACES AVAILABLE

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION  
CONTACT THE REGISTRAR  

ON (02) 6245 6348 OR  
enrolments@daramalan.act.edu.au

www.daramalan.act.edu.au    |    enrolments@daramalan.act.edu.au     |    Reception (02) 6245 6300.  

ENROLMENTS NOW OPEN FOR YEARS 8-12 IN 2021
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Youth Sailing Academy
Junior Youth Race Squad: By invitation only,  
there are some very good sailors in the Junior  
Youth Race Squad. Here it is all about learning  
different techniques and tactics, increasing race  
pace, gaining experience and developing that  
competitive edge. 

Having learnt how to sail, children can take as much 
from the sport as they wish, either sailing for pleasure 
only, or taking part in competitive events against their 
peers. Those who show a real aptitude for the sport 
are given every encouragement to go on and realise 
their sailing dreams should they wish to pursue  
competitive sailing at a higher level. 

Many of our members have gone on to achieve  
representative honours and many more compete at 
events across Australia and beyond. It is a thrill and  
an honour for a junior to represent their club, state  
or country, but it is an equally uplifting experience  
for the club itself. 

Classes are run during term time and during the 
school holidays. For more information click on the  
“Sail School” heading on the club website and  
choose either the “Children’s Sailing Courses”  
or “Youth Academy” sections. 

If you are unsure which class best suits your  
child, please contact the Sailing School Office  
on (02) 6273 4777 or email admin@canberrayc.com

Welcome to Berkely Residential 

We have a passion for real estate that inspires. Dealing with Canberra’s  
most beautiful properties forover a decade, Berkely Residential has  
grown to become Canberra’s Premier Boutique Agency.

KINGSTON  2 Trevillian Quay,  Kingston ACT 2604  |  P 02 6295 1600  |  www.berkely.com.au

Call us for a confidential discussion on how to achieve Market leading results. 
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Adult & Family Learn to Sail

Most of the courses are held in small groups, but  
there are also opportunities for one-on-one coaching. 
We also host corporate days for businesses looking 
for a fun day out for their staff while at the same time 
seeking a quality team building experience. 

If you or someone you know would like to learn to  
sail we may be just what you are looking for. 

All instructors are qualified through Australian Sailing 
and place an equal importance on the safety of the 
student and enjoyment of the course to create the 
perfect environment in which to learn. 

The theory component of the sailing lessons are 
held in the ground floor training room of the club at 
Mariner Place, Yarralumla. The on water practical ses-
sions on Lake Burley Griffin are backed up by modern 
rescue boats and facilities. 
 
At the end of each course successful students receive 
a Sailing School certificate stating the skills attained.
We provide all the equipment, but participants are 
advised to bring along a hat, sunglasses, sunscreen, 
bathing suit, a warm jumper, shoes that can get wet,  
a water bottle, a change of clothes and a spray jacket.
For the mature student wishing to get into sailing, 
there is the Adult Learn to Sail course, aimed at  
complete beginners and those looking to refresh  
their skills. It provides a fun and accessible entry into 
the sport and provides participants with further  
opportunity to improve and develop sailing skills  
and techniques.

Canberra Yacht Club offers a range of nationally-recognised Learn to Sail and other 
follow-on courses aimed at beginner and intermediate-level sailors.
We provide a comprehensive range of training for all levels of sailing, from small 
dinghies right through to those interested in sailing on larger boats. All of our courses 
can be tailored to suit you and our aim is to make sailing fun and enjoyable for all.
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Adult and Family Sailing courses are conducted from 
October-April. Each course consists of 14 hours of 
theory and practical coaching. 

For those who become hooked on sailing, the next 
step in developing their skills is to enrol on our Learn 
to Race Program. The Learn to Race is conducted 
on Tuesday and Wednesday evenings alongside the 
Club’s informal twilight races. The course consists of 
two evenings a week for three weeks. 

The course is designed for those who have completed 
the level 1 course and wish to continue building their 
skills and confidence, and pick up some new skills and 
a love of racing! 

Tuesdays are practical instructional sessions on  
the water in RS Quests, Lasers or Hobies. On the  
Wednesday the instructor will be on the water to  
help you progress in your sailing and compete in  
the fun, social atmosphere of Twilight Racing starting 
at 6pm. 
 
If you can’t make our courses, find they are booked  
up (they are incredibly popular!) or are simply eager 
for some intensive training to fast-track your sailing 
skills, private one-on-one tuition is available. Times, 
types and duration of sessions can be negotiated  
with the office at any time. 

For more information visit the links on  
our website or contact the Sailing School  
by phone: (02) 6273 4777 or  
email: admin@canberrayc.com

Adult & Family Learn to Sail continued
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Boat Shop

With knowledgeable, friendly and helpful staff,  
members and visitors are offered the warmest of  
welcomes and a professional and personable service. 

The Boat Shop has a huge range of yacht fittings  
to cater for any vessel from small dinghies to  
offshore yachts, including clothing, life jackets  
and safety equipment. 

A rigging service is provided for all wire and  
balustrade work including roll swaging. We have  
an extensive range of ropes from basic lines to high 
strength, high performance rope for all dinghies  
and yachts.

The Canberra Yacht Club is a major supplier of yachting equipment in Canberra  
and our Boat Shop can take care of all your regular boating needs. The shop is  
conveniently situated on the ground floor at the club, look for the signs on the  
lake side of the building.

Our friendly service is here to help you with all your 
boating questions, we have accounts with most major 
marine equipment suppliers providing a quick delivery 
of parts for your boat at a great price. 

Opening hours vary between winter and summer and 
current times can be found under the “Club Services” 
page of the club website, www.canberrayc.com. 

Please feel free to come in and chat to our staff  
regarding your requirements. For more information  
or advice on all your boating needs,  
phone (02) 6273 4777 or  
email admin@canberrayc.com.
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Boat Storage

Application must be made each year and is subject  
to review. Please note that you must use the boat,  
not simply store the boat. 

Allocation of boat parks is at the complete discretion 
of the club and the club reserves the right to refuse 
any application for parking. If the club accepts the 
owner’s application, the owner will be entitled to park 
their boat in the allotted space for the period covered 
by the payment. Pro rata fees may be negotiated after 
the New Year.

Canberra Yacht Club has a fenced parking area for trailable yachts and internal  
storage for some dinghies. Due to high demand and limited space, the owner  
must be a member of the CYC at the time of making an application for storage  
or making an application for renewal.

The space may only be used for the storage of the 
boat as indicated on the owner’s application form. 

An application form is available to download  
from the club website, www.canberrayc.com.  
 
Please contact the Office on (02) 6273 4777  
or email admin@ canberrayc.com should you  
require any further information. 

We love what we do… 
and you will too.
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1300 656 550
Belconnen  |  Kingston  |  Tuggeranong  |  Queanbeyan 

whiteladyfunerals.com.au

Ultimate care 
for you and your 

family
We provide the finest, most 

 considered and compassionate 
funeral service, one that physically and 

emotionally nurtures all involved.

Boat Hire

Enjoy a sail on the beautiful waterway of Lake Burley 
Griffin and take in the stunning landscape from a fresh 
prospective. 

Choose from either a Hobie Wave, a catamaran which 
can accommodate a crew of between one and four or 
an RS Quest for those with more experience, which is 
a two-four handed sailing dinghy. 

Normal hire hours are 12pm-4pm Tuesday to Sunday 
October to April (we are closed in winter), but it’s 
always advisable to phone ahead and book to avoid 
disappointment. Hire sessions last for one, two or four 
hours and life jackets are provided free of charge.
You can also hire a boat to join the club racing fun.  

Canberra Yacht Club Boat Hire has Canberra’s largest range of sailing vessels  
for public hire, from fast and fun family catamarans, to the faster more complex  
RS Quests. Self hire or crewed hire services are available.

Racing is usually on Wednesday evenings or  
Sunday afternoons and visitors are very welcome. 

Canberra Southern Cross Club members receive  
a discount per hire upon production of their  
membership card. 

For detailed information on boat hire and opening 
hours please call (02) 6273 4777 or visit our website, 
www.canberrayc.com



www.canberrayc.com 40

Buoyed Up

When it began in March 2012, the program was the 
first of its kind in Australia and featured just 20 stu-
dents. But it has proved to be a stunning success, 
growing at a phenomenal rate with more than 200 
students now involved. 

Offered to students as a reward for improved school 
attendance and behaviour, Buoyed Up aims to en-
hance the young people’s capabilities and help them 
realise their full potential by: 

• Building their self-esteem

• Developing their motor skills

• Enhancing their resilience

• Learning about their environment

• Helping them to value teamwork 

The Canberra Yacht Club Buoyed Up program is a special introductory sailing  
program designed to provide vulnerable people aged 7-12 years with a fun,  
confidence-building sailing experience. 

Based on Australian Sailing’s ‘Tackers’ initiative, participants and schools are  
specifically selected as they come from low socio-economic backgrounds. The  
program contributes to breaking the cycle of social isolation and poverty and brings  
a host of benefits to students and their families.

The program is more than a ‘one-off’ experience.  
The Buoyed Up program underwent an evaluation  
by the University of Canberra – Institute of Sports 
Studies and the findings were that the new positive 
experiences may be the key to re-engaging children  
at school and reducing the risk of social exclusion  
for disadvantaged children. The report stated that  
children involved in the ‘Buoyed Up’ program  
appeared to enjoy school and the opportunity to  
be with friends in the pursuit of an activity not  
offered in physical education classes. 

The Buoyed Up program relies entirely on  
donations and the generosity of Canberra  
residents. The Australian Sports Foundation  
supports the CYC’s Buoyed Up with tax  
deductibility for your donation. Visit the club  
website, www.canberrayc.com, for further  
information.
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Sailability Canberra Yacht Club

Here are some of the ways sailing is inclusive:

• Different types of boats provided by the club including the Hansa Class that are easy to sail

• Volunteers that are able to adapt their teaching methods to suit individuals of all-abilities

• Equipment to assist those with limited mobility to get into and out of boats

• Modified docking areas that are accessible

• Affordable options to participate

• Events for people of all-abilities to compete

• A Sailing Pathway for people of all abilities to progress through. 

The Canberra Yacht Club is always looking for volunteers for the program,  
please contact the office for details at admin@canberrayc.com or (02) 6273 4777.

Sailability is a program to assist people of all-abilities to get into sailing.  
This international program was first introduced to Australia in the 1990’s,  
and is now available in every state. Sailability was introduced into Canberra Yacht 
Club in 2017. We have a great group of volunteers here at the club, who help make 
the activity of sailing a fun and safe experience for people of all abilities.
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Canberra Southern Cross Yacht Club

Dine al fresco on the weather-protected balcony,  
or eat fish and chips on the lawns as you enjoy the 
stunning views of the lake. By day Snapper - On The 
Lake is the perfect destination for a morning caffeine 
hit, lunch or a light dinner. 

For lunch or dinner, head upstairs to the Southern 
Cross Yacht Club Restaurant, where you’ll enjoy a 
choice of dishes from the extensive à la carte menu  
or indulge with the two or three course group menu. 

The Canberra Southern Cross Yacht Club is family friendly, with excellent facilities and 
some of the best views in Canberra. Enjoy a cup of great coffee or a glass of fine wine 
as you savour the picturesque views out over Lotus Bay.

The Lotus Room features floor to ceiling windows 
overlooking the lake, an in-house music and PA 
system and has a seating capacity of 50 – perfect for 
formal dining occasions such as small family weddings 
and anniversaries. 

For larger groups, there is the option of the Lakeside 
Marquee, situated just 30 metres from the edge of  
the lake. 

Visit www.cscc.com.au for more information.
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How to find us 
Canberra Yacht Club is located at Lotus Bay on the southern shores of Lake Burley 
Griffin in the heart of Australia’s capital city.

Directions 
From Parliament House/State Circle, head north on Commonwealth Avenue.  
Take the first left turn after 300 metres (signposted Lennox Gardens; British High 
Commission on your left) onto Coronation Drive. Remain on this road for 600 metres, 
crossing one roundabout, before turning right onto Mariner Place. The club car park 
and clubhouse building are to your right by the water’s edge.
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Contact Us

We look forward to welcoming you to Canberra Yacht Club.  
For further information about how to become a member, advice on  
learning to sail, racing, cruising, and information on social activities  
and facilities, please contact the Office Manager. 

Postal address:
PO Box 7169
Yarralumla ACT 2600 

Canberra Yacht Club
1 Mariner Place
Yarralumla ACT 2600

Office, Boat Shop
Phone (02) 6273 4777
Email  admin@canberrayc.com 

Sailing School
Phone (02) 6273 4777
Email  sailschool@canberrayc.com 

Website 
www.canberrayc.com 

Social Media 
Keep up to date with all the latest news from the club by  
liking our Facebook page. Search for “Canberra Yacht Club”.
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